Monday June ¥ Dayl Launch Sequere

For the second IBR in a rothie weather forthe start has been excellerin 2017, Minnesota served up sunny skies and
today South Carolindid the same. Ait more warmth and humidy, as this is the southag but dill a great day tcstart
amotorcycle adventure

Robert FrogB poetic insight make it seem like he would fit right ithvthe Iron Butt Rally communitywere he still
aroundtoday. The last stanzd another of hisamouspoemsseems appropriateasthe ridersexperiencea range of
emotionsas they prepare to depaftom the Rally Central parking lin front of the Greenville Marriottunder thestern
direction of DalaVilson.

The woods are lovely, dark and deep,
But | have promises to keep,

And mies to go before | slegp

And miles to go before legp.

Riders anagpauses family memberssigrificant others friends and curious spectars gather in the parking loas the
day of the start dawnto see the spectacledrool on the farkled machinesxchangehugs anl goodbyessharelast
minute adviceand promise®f successful rides and safe wets. The riders are facingniles to go before they sleep
Depending on thir route choice, they mafind those miles taking them to some woods, dark anémjevith twists and
turns, as the sun setthis eveningon this frst day ofthe 20191BR

A few riders were outside packitigeir bikesas themoonlight faded intodawn thismorning. TheMarriott parking lot
would not be peaceful andalm for long Riderswere required to be at their bikes at 8:00ma.for the odometer checks
number verificatbn, and card punch.



The start time of 10:00 a.m. mehthere wasplenty oftime for riders to handle any last minupacking issuesyr bike
problems,or beginthird (or fourth)guessinghe routes theyplanned. For riders whaere organizedand ready, it

meart they had about an hour and a half to walthinkXanticipateXworryXget antsy)Koverhear rumors of other rid&
plans andstart to doubttheir own plans<and generally justthink abouthow much theywantedto get on their bikes and
get on with the rally. Towners of thebikes which dichot have an mbrella mountedspent at least some time
searching for shde to attempt to remain cool, alm, and collectedhowe\er futile suchattempts night prove.

GielKerkhof needed a replacement GBf&s morning One ofthe two on his bike was not workinghe requeg went out
for assistancelBR veBob Rippyvas at thehosthotel with a BMW Nav4 GP®hich he loaned to Giébr the duration
of therally.

Wolfe Bonhanis an interestingrider. During the 2017 IBRis creative and erttaining messagesecordedduring his
calkin bonugs were enjoyed by thentire rally staff.At the starttoday, we learned he hadh verson of the rally theme
poemtattooed on his right foot.Your scribeneeded a photo of ach a clan of course so Wolfe was persuaded to
remove his boot and socklo, he didhot get a freshtattoo after the barguet last night. He already had gimply
becauseof what the poem measi to him

Warning: do not go to the next page, or at least avert your gfasgeing a pasty whit&sold Bond powderedare foot
would be too muchfor your eyes to handbé



About 3 minutesbefore the officialstart time, when althe riders were on their bikes, engines runniagout ready to
pull in the clutch and engagé' gjear, acallfor helpwas issued. Peter Gre@nTiumph Trophy would not start. Mark
Wood was there in a moment with aogable lithiumjump start pack. Petepulled the battery cover withougetting out
of the saddle. fie cables vere attached and th@ritish triplefired justin time for Peter taeplace the battery cover and
be ready togowithout losing his place in théepartureorder. Kudas again to Mark foassisting IBR riders in need of
help.




This may be the first time wieaveseena couple ofidersdepartthe start of anBRin at-shirt and firgerless glovesa
bit of ananomaly ina communityof riderswhosetradition of safety isthe leading example in the motorcycling
community, whosemantra tends to be ATGATT (all the gear all the tjiauedl aretraditionally on the leading edge of
protection fromthe environmental risksencountered when riding long distanceshieavytraffic, roads imeed of repir,
andthroughall kinds ofweather conditions

However unwise it might be to preste a lag® weight there is no wayCathy Daviess more than 100 poundsshe is
riding ayellowWing weighinglose to 900 pounds. Cathy had the haXand the pressueXof leading the pack out of
the parking lotAsone would expecof a rider who completed her firsa8dlesorel000 mile dayn 1988 she handled it
like a pro

Dale directed the riders onat a time to depart the parking lot. It tooklalf 4 mhutes and 46 secondsr the ridersto
pilot 97 motorcycles out of the parking lot.










